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Topics in Time-based Media Art
Conservation
The Conservation Center’s Topics in Time-Based Media Art Conservation lecture
series is generously supported by the the Mellon Foundation. The series is
organized by Christine Frohnert.

A video of each lecture is archived and available after the event in the Institute's
video archive.

Upcoming Schedule
Book Launch for the Conservation of Time-Based Media Art
Friday, May 12, 2023, at 3:00 PM
In-Person and Virtual Lecture

J O I N  U S  I N  P E R S O N  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

J O I N  U S  V I R T U A L LY  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

This hybrid event celebrates the publication of Conservation of Time-Based Media
Art, the first book to take stock of the current practices and conceptual frameworks
that define the emerging field of time-based media conservation. The editors Deena
Engel and Joanna Phillips are joined by chapter authors to discuss the communal
process of putting practice to paper.

The book was written and compiled by a diverse group of time-based media
practitioners around the world, including conservators, curators, registrars, and
technicians. Designed as a handbook, it offers a comprehensive survey of
specialized practices that have developed around the collection, preservation, and
display of time-based media art. Divided into 23 chapters with contributions from 36
authors and 85 additional voices, the narrative of this book provides both an
overview and detailed guidance on critical topics, including the acquisition,
examination, documentation, and installation of time-based media art.

Conservation of Time-Based Media Art serves as a critical resource for conservation
students and for a diverse professional audience who engage with time-based media
art, including conservation practitioners and other collection caretakers, curators, art
historians, collectors, gallerists, artists, scholars, and academics.

There will be presentations and panels by the editors and chapter authors from 3PM
to 5PM EDT, followed by an in-person reception at the Institute of Fine Arts from
5PM to 7PM EDT.

3:00 PM
Welcome
Speakers: Michele Marincola and Christine Frohnert

3:15 PM
Putting Practice to Paper: The Conservation of Time-based Media Art. 
Speakers: Deena Engel and Joanna Phillips

3:35 PM
Chapter Stories: The Making-of a Time-based Media Handbook 
Speakers: Kate Lewis, Jonathan Farbowitz, Chris McDonald, John Klacsmann,
Jeffrey Warda

4:05 PM
Forging a Professional TBM Community Moderator: Christine Frohnert
Zoom Panelists: Alex Nichols, Patricia Falcão, Eddy Colloton, Hélia Marçal

4:45 PM
Wrap-up
Speakers: Deena Engel and Joanna Phillips

5:00 PM
In-person Reception at the Duke House, the Institute of Fine Arts, NYU

7:00 PM End of Event  

Book Launch Program Bios

Deena Engel, Clinical Professor Emerita of the Department of Computer Science at
the Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences at New York University, focuses her
research on contemporary art. The winner of four teaching awards, she has
experience teaching undergraduate computer science courses on web and database
technologies, as well as Digital Humanities courses for graduate students. Deena is
the Co-Director along with Prof. Glenn Wharton of the Artist Archives Initiative, and
she also works with major museums on projects which address the challenges
involved in the conservation of time-based media art. She has an MA in Comparative
Literature and Literary Translation from SUNY-Binghamton and an MS in Computer
Science from the Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences. She is currently
pursuing a PhD at the Bard Graduate Center in New York City. 

                                       

Joanna Phillips is a time-based media conservator and Director of the Düsseldorf
Conservation Center in Germany. She was previously Senior Conservator of Time-
Based Media at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York (2008–19),
where she launched the first media conservation lab in a US museum, implemented
time-based media conservation practices, and headed the Conserving Computer-
Based Art (CCBA) initiative. She co-founded the AIC conference series TechFocus
and lectures and publishes on TBM topics internationally. As a researcher in the
Swiss project AktiveArchive, she co-authored the Compendium of Image Errors in
Analog Video (2013). Phillips earned her MA in Paintings Conservation from the
Dresden University of Fine Arts, Germany (2002).

Participants in the panels

Eddy Colloton is Project Conservator of Time-Based Media for the Hirshhorn
Museum and Sculpture Garden, where he works closely with the conservation
department on the museum’s diverse array of media artworks. Colloton received his
MA degree from the Moving Image Archiving and Preservation program at New York
University in May 2016. Colloton has previously worked as Assistant Conservator at
the Denver Art Museum and Time-Based Media Technician at the Los Angeles
County Museum of Art.

Patricia Falcão is a Portuguese time-based media conservator working at Tate,
where she researches and develops strategies for the preservation of software-
based artworks and digital objects. More recently, in the context of the Reshaping the
Collectible project, this has broadened to include the acquisition and preservation of
web-based artworks. Patricia is also a collaborative doctoral researcher at Tate and
Goldsmiths (University of London, UK) investigating preservation practices for
software-based art in three different contexts: contemporary art museums, working
with artists and in the gaming industry.

Jonathan Farbowitz is the Associate Conservator of Time-Based Media at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art. Previously, Jonathan was a Fellow in the Conservation
of Computer-Based Art at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, where he took part
in the restoration process for the museum’s three web artworks. He holds an M.A. in
Moving Image Archiving and Preservation from New York University and a B.A. in
Film from Vassar College and has previous experience in software development and
testing.

John Klacsmann is Archivist at Anthology Film Archives in New York City, where he
preserves artists’ cinema and experimental film. Klacsmann holds a bachelor of
science in Computer Science from Washington University in St. Louis and is a
graduate of the George Eastman Museum’s L. Jeffrey Selznick School of Film
Preservation. Before joining Anthology in 2012, he worked as a preservation
specialist and optical printing technician at Colorlab, a film laboratory in Maryland. He
co-edited two volumes of The Collections of Harry Smith: Catalogue Raisonné and
Manuel DeLanda: ISM ISM. He is a contributing editor of INCITE: Journal of
Experimental Media.

Kate Lewis is a media conservator and Agnes Gund Chief Conservator at the
Museum of Modern Art, New York. She has worked with artists including Beryl Korot,
David Lamelas, Tony Oursler, and Lis Rhodes. Prior to joining MoMA, she held the
position of Time-Based Media Conservator at Tate in London (2005–13). She earned
her MA in the Conservation of Works of Art on Paper from the University of
Northumbria at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK. Engaged in training and education, Lewis
led the five-year Media Conservation Initiative at MoMA, funded by The Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, to address the long-term preservation of media-based works
through professional collaborative training and serves on the board of Voices in
Contemporary Art (VoCA).

Hélia Marçal is Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in History of Art, Materials, and
Technology at the Department of History of Art, University College London, and a
researcher at the Institute of Contemporary History (NOVA University of Lisbon).
Before this appointment, she was the Fellow in Contemporary Art Conservation and
Research of the research project Reshaping the Collectible: When Artworks Live in
the Museum, at Tate, London (2018–20). In addition, she has been the coordinator of
the Working Group on Theory, History, and Ethics of Conservation of the Committee
for Conservation of the International Council of Museums (ICOM- CC) since 2016.

Christopher McDonald is an artist and sound engineer who lives in Connecticut.
His most recent exhibition at SPACE Gallery in Portland, Maine, featured video
works, photographs, pastels, and egg tempera paintings from the last decade. When
he is not blazing new trails in the woods with his goats, he has collaborated as
Ragnar Kjartansson’s director of sound on works such as The Visitors (2013) and
Sumarnótt (2019). He has supervised the installation of these works at the Hirshhorn
Museum, The Metropolitan Museum, and the GES-2 in Moscow. Homesteading with
his husband remains the constant and renewing highlight of his life.

Alexandra Nichols is Time-Based Media Conservator at Tate, focusing on
exhibitions and displays. Prior to working at Tate, she was a Sherman Fairchild
Foundation Fellow at The Metropolitan Museum of Art and a Samuel H. Kress Fellow
at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York, concentrating on the
conservation of time-based media. Alexandra Nichols holds an MS in Art
Conservation from the Winterthur/University of Delaware program in Art
Conservation and a BA in Art History from the University of Maryland.

Jeffrey Warda is Senior Conservator, Paper and Photographs at the Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum, New York. He has worked closely with artists, photography
labs, and technicians to complete multiple digitization, slide duplication, and
rehousing projects of slide-based artworks for acquisition and display. He was chair
of both the Electronic Media Group (2006–08) and the Digital Photographic
Documentation Task Force (2007–08) of the American Institute for Conservation
(AIC). He co-authored and edited both editions of The AIC Guide to Digital
Photography and Conservation Documentation (2008 and 2011), a publication that
provided practical recommendations for conservators transitioning from film-based
conservation documentation to digital photography. He also founded and was
managing editor (2009–2014) of the AIC Electronic Media Group’s biennial
publication, the Electronic Media Review—the first print publication of EMG designed
to build a body of knowledge for the field of time-based media conservation. He
received an MA and Certificate of Advanced Study in art conservation from the State
University of New York College at Buffalo.

Recent Events
November 30, 2022
Title: A Medium for Building Worlds: Conserving Artworks Created in Game Engines

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

June 30, 2022 and July 1, 2022
Reflections and Projections: Time-based Media Art Conservation Education and
Outreach

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

Wednesday, July 27, 2022,  1pm
Speaker: Lino García Morales
Title: New Media Art Conservation: A theoretical approach to permanence through
change

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

March 2, 2022, 3pm
Speaker: Asti Sherring
Title: Changeability, Variability, and Malleability: Applying Time-based Media
Conservation Principles to the Preservation of “Big Stuff”

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

December 1, 2021, 3:00pm
Speakers: Carl D. Thoma, Kate Weinstein and Jason Foumberg
Title: Perspectives from a Private Collection: How the Thoma Foundation Collects
and Conserves Digital, Video and Media Art

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

November 3, 2021, 3:00pm
Speakers: Erica Papernik-Shimizu, Amy Brost, Lia Kramer, Andy Wolf and
Jochen Saueracker
Title: Video Sculpture in Shigeko Kubota: Liquid Reality at MoMA: Collaboration,
Conservation, and Care

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

October 22, 2021, 10:00am
Speaker: Zoë Miller
Title: Copyright and Contracts in Contemporary Art

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

June 16, 2021,  11:00am - 1:00pm
Title: Experiential Conservation: The Media Preservation Initiative Model at the
Whitney

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

May 26, 2021, at 3:00pm
Speakers: J. Soto, Arts Administrator and Consultant, and Sally Szwed, Director of
Artist Initiatives from Eyebeam
Title: Shifting online: Responsive transformations in art and technology

L E A R N  M O R E  

April 21, 2021
Speaker: Hélia Marçal, Lecturer in History of Art, Materials and Technology at
University College London
Title: Conservation Between Performance and Participation

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

December 2, 2020
Speaker: Pamela Z, Composer/Performer and Media Artist
Title: Sonic Gestures | Blurred Lines: Working Across Disciplinary Boundaries and
Through Shifting Technologies

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

November 11, 2020
Speaker: Tamiko Thiel, xR Mixed Reality Artist 
Title: Archiving the Virtual: Conserving xR Mixed Reality Artworks

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

October 14, 2020
Speaker: Agathe Jarczyk, Associate Time-based Media Conservator at the
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum
"Mind the Gap. Building Institutional Knowledge in the Field of Time-based Media
Conservation"

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

Archive
November 13, 2019
Gloria Sutton, Associate Professor of Contemporary Art History at Northeastern
University and a Research Affiliate in the Art Culture Technology Program at MIT
"Pattern Recognition: Contemporary Art in the Age of Digitality"

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

R E A D  E S S AY  B Y  Y I N X U E  W U  [ P D F  O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

September 18, 2019
Jonah Westerman
"Performance Art and the Problem of Medium- Definitions and Documentation in
Practice"

L E A R N  M O R E  WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

R E A D  E S S AY  B Y  N I C K  N G U Y E N  [ P D F  O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

April 3, 2019
Amy Whitaker, Assistant Professor, Art and Art Professions New York University,
Steinhardt School
"Copy and Paste: The Work of Art in the Age of Digital Reproduction"

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

February 27, 2019
Martina Haidvogl, Associate Media Conservator, SFMOMA
"#TheTruth and Other Variabilities from SFMOMA’s Media Conservation Lab"

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]  L E A R N  M O R E

November 29, 2018
Gabriel Barcia-Colombo
"Reality Augmented: Capturing and Archiving Memories through Digital Art"

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]  L E A R N  M O R E

October 18, 2018
"Programmed: Conserving Concepts"
Speakers include: Christiane Paul, Adjunct Curator of Digital Art, Whitney Museum
of American Art 
Carol Mancusi-Ungaro, Melva Bucksbaum Associate Director for Conservation and
Research, Whitney Museum of American Art

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]  L E A R N  M O R E

May 20-22, 2018
It's About Time! Building a New Discipline: Time-Based Media Art Conservation
A Symposium hosted by The Institute of Fine Arts and Courant Institute of
Mathematical Sciences, New York University

T B M  S Y M P O S I U M  2 0 1 8

May 23, 2018
Take A Deep Breath: A Case Study of Authenticity in Installation Art 
The Dedalus Foundation

M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

Wednesday April 5, 2017
Spotlight on New Talents in Time-Based Media Art Conservation
Dan Finn, "Time-based Media Conservation at the Smithsonian American Art
Museum" 
Brian Castriota, "Ontological Models and Authenticity in Time-Based Media Art
Conservation"
The two “spotlights” are followed by a book presentation:
Hanna B. Hölling, "Paik’s Virtual Archive: Time, Change, and Materiality in Media
Art"

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 
Spotlight on New Talents in Time-Based Media Art Conservation
with Amy Brost and Athena Christa Holbrook 
Please note: This lecture takes place at the Michelson Theater, NYU Dept of Cinema
Studies, 721 Broadway, 6th Floor, Room 648

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]

September 19, 2016 @ MoMA
Pip Laurenson, Head of Collection Care Research, Tate, London, UK 
Can Artworks Live in a Museums Collection? 

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

September 26, 2016
Reinhard Bek, Conservator of Contemporary Art - Bek & Frohnert LLC, New York 
A Question of Kinethics

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

October 3, 2016
Rafael Lozano-Hemmer, Artist, Mexico-Canada 
Best practices for conservation of media art from an Artist’s perspective 

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I N D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

October 17, 2016
Christiane Paul, Associate Professor, School of Media Studies, The New School,
New York; Adjunct Curator, New Media Arts, Whitney Museum of American Art, New
York 
Conserving Context: Approaches to Preserving Digital Art 

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

October 24, 2016
Tina Rivers Ryan, Curatorial Research Assistant, Modern and Contemporary Art,
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 
Some More Beginnings: On the History of Time-Based Media Exhibitions

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

November 7, 2016 
Mona Jimenez, Associate Arts Professor/Associate Director; Moving Image
Archiving and Preservation Program, New York University 
Art in an Ecosystem: Media Art Communities & Conservation 

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

November 14, 2016 
Deena Engel, Clinical Professor; Associate Director of Undergraduate Studies for
the computer Science Minors programs, Department of Computer Science, Courant
Institute of Mathematical Sciences; New York University 
Source Code Analysis in the Conservation of Software-based Art

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

November 21, 2016
Daniel Rozin, Associate Arts Professor, Interactive Telecommunications Program
(ITP), NYU
and
Christine Frohnert , Conservator of Contemporary Art, Bek & Frohnert LLC, New
York; Adjunct Professor & Time-Based Media Art Conservation Curriculum
Development Program Coordinator, Conservation Center of The Institute of Fine
Arts, New York University 
Creating digital interactive kinetic sculptures for the long run - Daniel Rozin in
conversation with Christine Frohnert

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

November 28, 2016
Kate Lewis, Media Conservator; Peter Oleksik, Associate Media Conservator; Ben
Fino-Radin, Associate Media Conservator at MoMA

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

December 5, 2016
Joanna Phillips, Senior Conservator, Time-based Media, Solomon R. Guggenheim
Museum, New York 
Implementing Time-based Media conservation in Museum Practice 
This lecture will take place at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Bonnie J. Sacerdote
Lecture Hall— Ruth and Harold D. Uris Center for Education

WAT C H  O N L I N E  [ O P E N S  I N  N E W  W I D O W ]  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N

Voices in Contemporary Art (VOCA) wrote about each of our Time-Based Media
lectures.

R E A D  M O R E  O N  V O C A ' S  B L O G

Please also note our activities related to curriculum development in Time-Based
Media Art Conservation here.
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