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Computing in the Humanities, an undergraduate course at New York University, represents a unique collaboration between the

Computer Science Department and the University Archives. The final assignment required students to select, digitize, and

contextualize materials from the Archives’ collections in an interactive website. The design and implementation of the course NYU Tisch School of the Arts

incorporates four current and important trends in both disciplines. First, the professor and archivist worked closely together before Second Avenue Dance Compan

and during the course, integrating the archival research component into the core mission of the course. Second, the students’

projects provided both increased subject access and dynamic Web content to the repository and meaningful work to the students.
‘Third, this course produced students who “bridge” the needs of humanists with the
capabilities of technology. Fourth, this course illustrated the growing importance of
web programming in undergraduate computer science education.

Archiving journals and conference ions have ingly focused on the of
archivists at educational institutions who seek to integrate archival resources into the
undergraduate curriculum. Notably absent from this literature, however, is any mention of
collaboration between archivists and professors in computer science or related departments.
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We believe that the current trends in archival research and computer science undergraduate education have converged in a way that provides
rich opportunities for our students as well as for the university. Students were engaged in and enthusiastic about their projects, which
represented real-world applications of the concepts that comprised the course’s goals. Several students cited the course as their inspiration
to attend graduate school in library and information science. We believe that the need for graduates with this combined set of skills will
continue to grow.
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