
FAS Faculty Senators Bylaws
Approved unanimously by the FAS Faculty Senators, March, 2014
Article I. Name

The name of this organization is the “FAS Faculty Senators.” It is authorized under the Bylaws of New York University (http://www.nyu.edu/content/dam/nyu/secretary/documents/bylaws.pdf), Bylaw 63, and the rules of procedure governing the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (FAS) Function, Composition, Term, and Structure of Committees of the Faculty of Arts and Science [herein known as FAS Structure of Committees] , as adopted by FAS’s Full Faculty Meeting, October 1, 2013 (http://as.nyu.edu/docs/IO/29444/CCR_Committee_Guidelines_2013.pdf), page 1.

Article II. Purposes
A. The FAS Faculty Senators represent the tenured and tenure-track faculty (TTF) of the Faculty of Arts and Science at New York University. As members of the Faculty Senators Council (FSC, www.nyu.edu/fsc), its members “may consider any matters of educational and administrative policy.” Through the FSC, they may “bring to the attention of the various committees of the [University] Senate any matters that it believes should be presented to the entire Senate…, [and] bring to the attention of the President and Chancellor any matters that it wishes to discuss with him or her” [NYU Bylaw 63(a)]. 
B. The FAS Faculty Senators “shall report on the activities of the Senate and FSC to the FAS at its scheduled faculty meetings” and “shall also meet as a body separate from the general NYU Senate (with or without the Dean of FAS) to discuss matters of importance to FAS in accord with the Faculty’s fulfillment of its proper role in the governance of NYU. They must report back at least once per semester to the Policy and Planning Committee and the full faculty, through electronic communications” (FAS Structure of Committees 10/1/13). 
C. In addition, one senator from among the FAS Faculty Senators is selected by them each year to sit on the FAS Dean’s Advisory Committee on Policy and Planning (P&P). This committee provides “advice to the Dean of the FAS on all matters that affect the FAS, including, but not limited to, educational policies, fiscal policies, governance, tenure and promotion, and other academic matters that are within the province of the faculty and the Dean” (Ibid., p 2).
Article III. Membership

A. All members of the FAS Faculty Senators are elected by the TTF to serve a 3-year term. Terms are staggered. Eleven members are elected to the office of  “Senator,” and eleven members are elected to the office of “Alternate.” (Ibid., p. 1). 
B. Members of the FAS faculty who are appointed by the FSC to serve as “Senators-At-Large” are not members of the FAS Faculty Senators. Only FAS TTF who are elected by FAS TTF are members of the FAS Faculty Senators. 
C. Within the FAS Faculty Senators, FSC Senators and Alternates have the same rights and duties in voting, holding office, etc. This membership of 22 makes more likely the representation of all FAS department and program interests.
D. Each member is entitled to one vote. Proxy voting will be permitted at meetings on all questions listed on meeting agendas, unless decided otherwise at a prior meeting.
Article IV. Meetings

A. As noted above (Art. II.B.), the FAS Faculty Senators “shall also meet as a body separate from the general NYU Senate (with or without the Dean of FAS) to discuss matters of importance to FAS in accord with the Faculty’s fulfillment of its proper role in the governance of NYU” (FAS Structure of Committees). The FAS Faculty Senators will meet at least once per semester during the regular academic year, for the purpose of discussing issues, setting agenda, etc. 
1. The Chair of the FAS Faculty Senators will be charge of scheduling meetings of the FAS Faculty Senators. 
2. If five members of the FAS Faculty Senators call for additional meetings of this body, the Chair is required to schedule these meetings. 
3. All meetings must be announced by email to all members at least one week in advance; the announcement must include a proposed agenda.
B. The FAS Faculty Senators also host meetings of FAS faculty, pursuant to the purposes outlined in Art. II (above) and to serving the interests of FAS faculty. 
1. Administrators (deans) are usually not invited, but exceptions may occur for informational purposes. 
2. Contract faculty are usually invited, unless otherwise noted for explicit reasons in the meeting announcement.
3. These meetings may take a variety of forms:
a.  Open Forums provide opportunities for faculty to discuss current concerns of any sort, without a pre-established agenda. The time and place are announced at least two weeks in advance. These are chaired by the FAS Faculty Senators chair, vice-chair, or their designed representative. Minutes of these meetings are distributed to the FAS faculty afterward, as part of the Chair’s reports (see Officers below). 
b.  Assemblies may be called as needed on special occasions. These are more formal meetings of FAS faculty, announced at least two weeks in advance with a specific agenda. They may only be called by a majority vote of the FAS Faculty Senators or a majority of those attending an Open Forum. They are chaired by the Chair or Vice-Chair, and follow Robert’s Rules of Order (Revised). 
c. When the FAS faculty wishes to express itself by a formal vote at a forum or assembly, there must be at least a week's delay between the time a motion is introduced and announced, and the actual vote.

Article V. Officers

A. The FAS Faculty Senators shall have the following officers, each with the duties specified.
1. Chair. The Chair presides at all meetings of the FAS Faculty Senators, and at all meetings called by the FAS Faculty Senators. The Chair is responsible for calling these meetings, as specified above (Art. IV), including securing the meeting place and announcing the meeting and agenda. Funding for room use charges, if any, may be sought from the FAS Dean and/or the FSC.
2. Vice-Chair. The Vice-Chair chairs meetings when the Chair in unable to attend; performs other duties of the Chair that may be temporarily delegated to him or her by the Chair, and assists in conducting the business of the organization.
3. Secretary-Treasurer. The Secretary-Treasurer takes notes at all meetings described in Art.IV.

a. These notes become the official minutes of the meetings and available to any member of the FAS Faculty Senators upon request.
b. He or she also keeps the records of any funds the FAS Faculty Senators may have. 
4. Web-Person. The Web-Person maintains the website of the FAS Faculty Senators, used to share information with the FAS faculty, including the FAS Faculty Senators membership and email addresses. This office may be held by one of the other officers, so that for example, the Secretary-Treasurer may also be the Web-Person. 
5. Member of the Dean’s Advisory Committee on Policy and Planning. One “Senator [is] selected by the FAS senators” each year to sit on this FAS committee, which provides “advice to the Dean of the FAS on all matters that affect the FAS, including, but not limited to, educational policies, fiscal policies, governance, tenure and promotion, and other academic matters that are within the province of the faculty and the Dean” (FAS Structure of Committees, p. 2).  This position may also be held by either the Chair, the Vice-Chair, or the Secretary-Treasurer of the FAS Faculty Senators. 
6. All terms of office are one year. Officers may succeed themselves without limit as long as they are members of the FAS Faculty Senators. The offices of Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer must be held by different persons.
B. Election and removal of officers

1. Election of officers for Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer takes place in the spring or summer of each year, within a month of the election of the FAS Senators for the following academic year. Election of the Web-Person takes place at the same time, but only if there are two or more web-competent candidates. Those eligible to participate in these elections include the current and newly-elected Senators and Alternates. Thus with 22 Senators and Alternates with three-year staggered terms, there may be 22 to 30 voters each year, depending on how many serve consecutive terms and when those terms end. This voting procedure, one that includes current and newly-elected FAS Faculty Senators, provides representation of many FAS departments and programs.
2. An Election Clerk conducts the election. The Election Clerk is a member of the organization selected by the Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer. The Election Clerk receives nominations for each office and determines that each nominee agrees to run and is eligible, i.e., that he or she is an FAS Faculty Senator or Alternate for the up-coming academic year. Members may stand for election to only one office per year.

3. Elections are conducted by electronic secret ballot. The Election Clerk may not be a candidate on the ballot. Voting is conducted over a one-week period of time, with a prior announcement and periodic reminders of the closing date and time.
4. Election to each office is determined by the majority of votes cast by FAS Faculty Senators. If no one receives a majority, run-off elections are held between the two top vote getters for affected offices.
5. Officers may be removed from their office (but not their membership in the FAS Faculty Senators) by a two-thirds vote of the membership. 

6. In the event that an officer is unable to complete his or her term, or the office is vacated, the Election Clerk shall conduct a special election to fill that office for the remainder of the year, in the same manner as above.

Article VI. Committees
A. The Chair shall appoint such standing, special, or ad hoc committees as he or she finds necessary, in consultation with the Vice-Chair and Secretary-Treasurer. Each committee shall select its own chair and determine its own procedures.

B. Vacancies in committee chair positions shall be filled by appointment by the Chair of the organization, in consultation with the other officers and other committee members.

Article VII. Amendments

These Bylaws may be Amended by a vote of two-thirds of the members of this organization. The vote to amend shall be conducted by the Election Clerk, via Art. V. B.3 ballot over a one-week period of time, with a prior announcement and periodic reminders of the closing date and time. To take effect, any such Amendment must be ratified by a majority vote of the tenured and tenure-track faculty present at an FAS Full Faculty Meeting.

