Alfred Shasha – a brief biography

Alfred A. Shasha arrived in the United States in 1939 after attending the London School of Economics. Alfred is fond of relating the events of his arrival. He arrived by ship on the afternoon of July 3. From the ship, he immediately went to Penn Station, took the train to Washington, D. C., and woke up the next morning in the nation’s capital on the 4th of July! He considered this to be most auspicious and was the beginning of his deep love for the United States.

Alfred completed his studies at The Wharton School and this was followed almost immediately by four years in the United States Infantry, mostly overseas.

In 1946, he established his family’s firm in New York, importing wool for carpets. This was an international business involving supplies from the Middle East (where his elder brother Maurice was living) and Argentina (where his two brothers Jim and Frank started an affiliate) to manufacturing customers in the United States. This business thrived and became one of the largest in this field until 1970 when it became necessary to switch to synthetics. In this area too, his business also thrived to become one of the largest in the field with a plant in South Carolina.

Alfred retired in 2006 having been in business for 59 years.

Presently Alfred invests in office buildings in Manhattan with some of the leading names as well as with his son, Robert, in shopping centers in Pennsylvania.

Alfred has been married to the same woman (born Hanina Zilkha) since 1944, has three children, all accomplished, and eight grandchildren on their way to becoming accomplished.

By way of philanthropy, Alfred has donated to the Concord Academy in Concord, Massachusetts, to the Shady Hill School in Cambridge, Massachusetts, to the Village Community School in lower Manhattan, to the mid-Westchester Y, to the Jewish Museum, to the Kol Ami Tempel, to the Babylonian Museum in Israel, and is a regular contribution to American Jewish Committee (by whom he was honored) and to the Unite Jewish Appeal.

Alfred’s main recreation used to be sailing, now it is bridge and reading!
