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THE FORUM

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES :
NON - PROFIT ORGANIZATION

BY: DR NGO THANH NHAN

This forum will focus on one of the basic means used by other U.S. communities to
financially help advocate for and advance their causes— not-for-profit
corporation status. Basically, a nonprofit corporation, under the IRS 501(c)
designation, produces “public goods™ and does not give its surplus revenues

to shareholders, but rather uses them to grow the organization. Having tax
exempt status status allows the Vietnamese community activists to form
organizations which can receive donations from people, who in turn, will receive
a donation credit on their taxes. It ensures that all the money raised can be use
d to help our community since the tax exempt organization is itself exempt from
paying taxes. Tax exempt status is a tool to strengthen Vietnamese American
community organizing and advocacy.

Ph.D. Vietnamese linguistics, a visiting scholar at the New
York University Linguistic String Project, and a fellow at
Temple University Center for Vietnamese Philosophy, Culture
& Society on the ancient Vietnamese Noém studies.. He is
involved in a variety of non-profit organizations, including
the Vietnam Agent Orange Relief & Responsibility Campaign
and the Institute for Vietnamese Culture & Society. Nhain was
a founding member of Peeling the Banana, a New York
Asian American performing arts troupe . He has performed in a variety of films, TV
ads and stage plays. He was also a founding vice-president of the Vietnamese
Ném Preservation Foundation and performed the poetry of H6 Xuan Huong with
dan tranh. Nhan also writes and performs his own songs, poetry and spoken words.
He is also a musician, playing and teaching dan tranh (a Vietnamese 16-string
zither) in performances of classical and folk music and with the Billy Bang jazz
band. Nhan is a teacher of the Ban Tranh Ensemble at Folk Arts - Cultural
Treasures Charter School in Chinatown, Philadelphia, since 2009.




KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

ETHAN NGUYEN

= A health researcher at the University of Pennsylvania. His
__research focuses on utilizing community networks and social

: media to improve health care access for immigrant and minority
el A . populations. Awarded a Thomas J. Watson Fellowship in 2006,
__i : n : he has conducted ethnographic research work among refugee

communities in Europe and Australia, with academic

presentations in Prague, Paris, and Sydney. Most recently, Ethan completed work
on a 3 year project funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that
engaged limited-English-proficient immigrant elders in sharing their experiences of
navigating the health care system. Ethan has been invited to give lectures on his
research at educational institutions such as Yale University, University of Floridaq,
Bryn Mawr College and the University of Pennsylvania. His most recent publications
appeared in the Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health and the Journal of Health
Care for the Poor and Underserved. Ethan serves on multiple community
organizations including the American Cancer Society Asian Advisory Board and
the Hepatitis B Foundation HBV Task Force. He is appointed by Mayor Nutter to
serve on the Mayor's Advisory Board for the Mayor's Office of Community Services.
Ethan is a graduate of Vassar College and currently lives in Philadelphia.

LE-QUYEN VU

Le-Quyen Vu is the Executive Director of the Indochinese American
Council. She came to the US in 1984 as a boat refugee and a first
generation immigrant. She is an advocate for equal educational
opportunities for youth and adults in Philadelphia. She has been
involved in publiceducation and workforce education for more
than 25 years. She believes that education is the foundation for ‘ T
economic advancement and overcoming obstacles in life. She is \ 9

a strong voicefor Philadelphia providers and immigrant communities at the state and
local governments.She has helped develop standards for youth development and
workforce education that are currently implemented across the City of Philadelphia.
She is one of the founding members ofthe Multi-Cultural Academy Charter School.




WORKSHOP SPEAKERS

Director of Member Services at NAAAP Philadelphia,
one of the fastest growing Asian American professional
organizations in the Greater Philadelphia area. She
holds a Master of Education from Temple University
N and is an educator at the Folk Arts-Cultural Treasures
Charter School, specializing in literacy, social studies,
M and teaching English to speakers of other languages
W1 (TESOL).

ANNIE HUYNH

A cultural anthropology and religion scholar. His research
interests lie in the realms of music, ritual, socialization, and
beliefs about the ineffable.He is currently conducting
fieldwork in the greater Philadelphia area investigating
religion amongst the Vietnamese population, and is
working in tandem with researchers at the Center for
Vietnamese Philosophy, Culture, and Society on a larger )
ethnographic film concerning the Vietnamese community in Philadelphia
and it's mark on the artistic, cultural, and social diversity of the city.

IGFLINIDEY NILSNY

Born and raised in Vietnam. Graduated from Drexel
University in Philadelphia, Chi is now working as a
Construction Cost Consultant at Davis Langdon in San
Francisco. Since her days at Drexel, she took on various
leadership roles including Treasurer of Asian Student
Association, Vice President of American Society of

Heating and Refrigerant Engineers (ASHRAE). After
graduation, she continues her passion for community services by volunteering
with number of non-profit organizations both in the U.S. and Vietnam

namely ICON Philadelphia, Architecture for Humanity, Vietnam Green Building
Council, VietDreams, and OneVietnam Network. Her latest accomplishment

is beCause Vietnam project. Together with four other friends and a
supportive network including Drexel VSA, beCause Vietnam successfully
raised nearly $14,000 for underprivileged communities, children with
disabilities, and orphans throughout Vietnam.

CHI NGUYEN




WORKSHOP SPEAKERS

HOANG-OANH NGUYEN

f‘; - Tax Consultant in the International Tax Services group
4! at Deloitte. Her family immigrated to the U.S. in the

ol i Summer of 2007.In 2010, she completed her Bachelor

P Y & of Science in Business Administration at Drexel University
with dual concentration in Accounting and Finance. Among
the other four scholarship winners all over the U.S,, Hoang
was recognized at the NAAAP National Convention in
Denver, Colorado in 2009 for her excellence in school and extracurricular
activities. She also served as President and Vice President of Beta Gamma
Sigma, the International Honor Society for academically successful Business
students during her time at Drexel University. In addition to involvement with
Beta Gamma Sigmaq, she joined multiple associations and groups in an effort
to build her confidence and expand her network. Her interest in a career in
Tax started after taking the first Tax course and it has grown tremendously
after her coop at Deloitte Tax in Philadelphia, she passed her CPA
examination in 2011 and is attending Villanova University’s Master of Taxation
program. At work, she is passionate about delivering the best quality to clients.
Her strengths are the ability to learn and adapt to the changing environment.
Besides working hard for career and intellectual advancement, she gives
back to the society by attending multiple conferences and workshops at
Drexel University as guest speakers and panelists. Through these events, she
shares her experiences and gives advices to current students, especially,
Vietnamese students, with the hope that they would succeed and become

a strong proud group of working professionals.

HOTPOT!
R A Philadelphia-area gathering working to build
— . community for queer, lesbian, and bisexual
—— hofPOT. Asian and Pacific Islander women, trans®,
— gender varient and gender queer/non-conforming
: identified people through social gatherings,

political action and good food.




Branch Manager of BPSOS-Delaware
Valley the local, community-based
branch office of the largest national
Vietnamese organization in the US.

' Ms. Nguyen received her B.A. at

ORY * £y LE .~ Oberlin College in History and
Crecx’rlve writing and her MA. at University of

Wisconsin-Madison in 11 Southeast Asian Studies.
For the past five years, Ms. Nguyen has had an

array of experiences working and volunteering in
non-profits in Mexico, Vietnam and the US that work
to end violence in communities, especially against
women and young people. She is deeply
passionate about community organizing as the key
method to ending violence across communities.

She is currently based in Philadelphia and working
with immigrant communities there and in South Jersey.

NANCY NGU YEN

MY-PHUONG LY

My-Phuong Ly is currently a working media associate at
Starcom Worldwide and graduated from the University

of lllinois at Urbana Champaign with a degree in finance
and minor in Asian American Studies. Starting at a young
age, she noticed that her phenotype played a huge role
with stereotypes in school and expectations of her
elsewhere. Disgruntled and also struggling with her
bicultural identity, My-Phuong searched for answers throughout high school c:md
college. She started to actively participate in Asian American awareness and
solidarity events in college and continued to contribute at the local, regional, and
continental level. Understanding the importance of continued involvement, she tries to
leverage her experiences to give back to the Vietnamese American youth.
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Students

can get cash

for everyday purchases.

When you open a
Student Banking Package,
add great features and
make everyday purchases
with your Sovereign Debit MasterCard®.

Great banking and cash for making everyday purchases!

As a student, you want to keep your banking as simple as possible.
And if you can actually get cash for making purchases, it doesn't
get any better than that! Sovereign Student Banking has all the
great features you want with the convenience you need. Right now,
follow these steps and get a $25 Cash Bonus!*

« Open Sovereign Student Checking with a $10 minimum deposit
e Add a Student Savings account with a $10 minimum deposit

e Enroll in Sovereign Online Banking

e Provide a valid email address

¢ Request a Sovereign Debit MasterCard®

e Make 5 debit card purchases or establish direct deposit

Get started with a great bonus!

Easy and convenient banking to make your life easier.

To keep up with your fast-paced life, Sovereign Student Banking
offers features designed for the way you bank, including:

e No fee to use other banks” ATMs in the U.S.!

» Sovereign Debit MasterCard with no annual fee and Cash Rewards
e Unlimited Free Online Banking with BillPay

s Unlimited telephone, branch and ATM banking

o Free first order of checks?

« Complimentary Student Guide to Money Management

e Plus, conveniently located branches and ATMs on or near
many campuses

Open a Sovereign Student Banking Package, add great features, make everyday purchases, and get a $25 Cash Bonus!
Stop by a Sovereign Branch, call 1.877.768.2265, or visit us online at sovereignbank.com/25 for more information.

Scan the QR code
with your smart

about Sovereign
Student Banking.

Sovereign f & Santander

Shone to learn more 1.877.SOV.BANK (1.877.768.2265)
sovereignbank.com/25

Sovereign & Santander

UNIVERSITIES
ntander, S.A. © 2012 Sovereign Bank, N.A. | Sovereign and Santander and its lo i i
a ) ank, N.A. go are registered trademarks of Sovereign
g'h uhI;\IAuynh e United States and other countries. The Sovereign. Student Banking package is available for full-time and part-time studer?ts
ranch Manager I e level school. Proof of.enrollment required. *In:order to qualify for a’ cash ‘bonus, you need. to: (1) ‘open a new:Sovereign
Elkins Park Office i 3 oty ; )-.open : :

Mail Code: 20-016-CB1

080 Old York Road

Elkins Park,, PA 19027

Tel: 215.635.7630 Cell: 215.526.1784

Fax: 215.635.2483 e-mail:chuynh@sovereignbank.com
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Open 7 Days
Mon - Sun 10AM - 10PM

. 2701 Adams Ave
k Philadelphia, PA\191g4
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Sheraton
Philadelphia

UNIVERSITY CITY
HOTEL

N
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Experience the culturally rich and diverse neighborhood

of University City with us!

* Located on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania and
adjacent to Drexel University.

 Beautifully-appointed Guestrooms

* In-Room Full-Service Desktop Computer & Complimentary
Wireless Internet Access

= 37" High Definition Flat-Screen TVs

* 24 Hour Fitness Center

» Sang Kee Noodle House

- First Philadelphia hotel partnered with Clean the World organization

» Make a Green Choice Program

Sheraton Philadelphia University City Hotel
3549 Chestnut Street - Philadelphia, PA 19104 - 215.387.8000

www.PhiladelphiaSheraton.com

A Special Thanks to the
Office of the Provost
International Programs
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President of Drexel VSA
Chairman

Vice Chairman

Director of Registration
Director of Marketing
Director of IT

Director of Media
Director of Finance
Director of Programming
Director of Logistics
Director of Sponsorship

Director of Hospitality

Danielle Nguyen
Lan Nguyen
Hanh Nguyen
Hong Anh Pham
Mai Linh Bui

Vu Bui

Tu Nguyen
Thao Nguyen
Hai Anh Nguyen
Phuong Ngo
Mai Ta

Yen An
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